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these. He sent also a most satisfactory message to the
Duke of Portland, and one which does him much
honour. Perhaps you do not know that there had been
a strong difference between the Prince and the Duke l
about the payment of his debts, and the explanation
ran so high between them that at that time there was
a fair rupture. Many people thought this circumstance
might still operate on the Prince's rakrti and occasion
a most serious and indeed incurable difficulty. The
contrary, however, has happened, and though the Prince
still considers the Duke's opposition to that measure,
or rather the advice he gave the Prince against taking
it at that time, was personally unkind to him, he ha?
retained no general rancour on the subject and sacri-
fices that private feeling to the general good, and
indeed, I hope, to the general respect in which he
holds the Duke's character. On parting with Fox the
other day, he took him by the hand, and said, " Pray
shake the Duke of Portland by the hand for me, and
tell him that I hope everything that is past may be
forgot between us; and, as a proof that I retain no
impression from it, assure him that as soon as I come
to town, which will be in a day or two, I shall come to
Burlington House, and I do not desire that my going
there should be kept private." This looks more like
heart, and is done more like a gentleman than one
looks for from any other Prince we have known in
England. The Duke was properly touched with this

1 See ante, p. 161.
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